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Putting Our Hand To Something is a good thing!

• God looked at his work and saw that is was ________ Genesis 1:31
• God wants us to find ____________ in our work here on earth 

Ecclesiastes 5:8
• We are to work as though we are working for God and not the approval 

of people  Colossians 3:23

The concept of work in today’s culture, has become an identity marker.  One 
of the first things we ask when we meet someone new to us is “what do you 
do,” and it often becomes the measure of our ‘success’ in life.

9 What do people really get for all their hard work? 10 I have seen the burden 
God has placed on us all. 11 Yet God has made everything beautiful for its own 
time. He has planted eternity in the human heart, but even so, people cannot 
see the whole scope of God’s work from beginning to end. 12 So I concluded 
there is nothing better than to be happy and enjoy ourselves as long as we can. 
13 And people should eat and drink and enjoy the fruits of their labor, for these 
are gifts from God. 14 And I know that whatever God does is final. Nothing 
can be added to it or taken from it. God’s purpose is that people should fear 
him. 15 What is happening now has happened before, and what will happen 
in the future has happened before, because God makes the same things happen 
over and over again. Ecclesiastes 3:9–15 NLT

1. The idol of work ___________________ in God’s plan

• V. 9–11: God has given us gifts and abilities to work with, but the 
impact of our time here on earth, and the timing of his provisions and 
promotions are up to HIM.

• Keeping work in it’s proper place within our hearts is saying: “God I 
will _____________ put my hand to the plow, but the results of the 
___________ are up to you.”



WHAT ON EARTH AM I HERE FOR?
If you’re new to church or new to Christ and would like a complimentary book entitled, 
‘What on Earth Am I Here For?’  You can ask for your free copy at the Information Centre.

CREATIVE ARTS DISCLAIMER:
KSCC may not endorse all artists, movies, or authors whose materials may be used or 
referenced during one of our gatherings.

• When work becomes an idol, we think we are in ____________ of our 
success, and it erodes the trust and reliance we have in God with respect 
to our ______________ and _____________.

2. The idol of work distracts from our_____________

• V. 12–14: We have been given a purpose by God. When we walk in our 
purpose we have __________________ .

• 1 Timothy 6:8: Do we consider growing as a Christ-follower as valuable 
as great wealth? Our purpose is to become the best followers of Jesus we 
can be, so that we can lead others to do the same regardless of what our 
job is. 

• It is God’s gift to us that we can work, and see the results of our labor. 
Work becomes an idol and distorts our purpose, when we allow our-
selves to be ____________ by those results.

3. The idol of work distorts our identity

• V. 14–15: We cannot add to the plan of God or take away from the 
plan of God. Any part of us that thinks we can ‘help’ God his purposes, 
is a lie.

• The trap of work and being successful is that our identity becomes 
about the measure of what we _____________.

• God is calling us to be MORE than the sum of our successes.
• The distortion of the idol of work is that our ‘title’ becomes our 

identity. God gives us a TRUE and CLEAR picture of who we are.


