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Passage to Ponder · Psalms 145:8–9
“The Lord is merciful and compassionate, slow to get angry and filled with 
unfailing love. The Lord is good to everyone. He showers compassion on all 
his creation.”

Two views of God in Scripture:

  ________________ (God is not good)

Genesis 3:4–5
“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God knows 
that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.”

	  ___________ view (God is good)

Matthew 19:17
“Why do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One 
who is good.”

1. If God is good, how do we explain human suffering?

Natural disasters—Job’s 10 children

• The role of the ______________.

• The earth is ______________ waiting for restoration.

Human starvation—Matthew 25

• _____________ love is lacking.

• Over-____________ and the tendency to look the other way.

Personal loss—John the Baptist

• The choices of __________.



Daniel 11:34–35
“Wise leaders will give instruction to many, but these teachers will die by fire 
and sword, or they will be jailed and robbed. During these persecutions, little 
help will arrive, and many who join them will not be sincere. And some of 
the wise will fall victim to persecution. In this way, they will be refined and 
cleansed and made pure until the time of the end, for the appointed time is 
still to come.”

The ______ and ______ principle (Justice and generosity)

• Both are necessary.

• Perspective is everything.

“We never know, in this life, why anything happens to any of us. If we are 
honest and objective, we will have to admit that there is little justice in this life.”

—James Bryan Smith

2. Growing our understanding of suffering in the face of 
Jesus.

Luke 13:1–5
“Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans 
whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices.  Jesus answered, “Do you 
think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans be-
cause they suffered this way? I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will 
all perish.  Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on 
them—do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jeru-
salem? I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.”

“Jesus not only ___________ suffering, he _______________ suffering.”
—James Bryan Smith

• The choices of others—________________ power.

• The role of the demonic—_________ didn’t act alone.

• The honest question—Where is ______?

• There is more going on—King of __________.

• The best _____________—“Into your hands I commit my spirit.”


