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Passage to Ponder · Psalms 145:8–9
“The Lord is merciful and compassionate, slow to get angry and filled with 
unfailing love. The Lord is good to everyone. He showers compassion on all 
his creation.”

1. We are used to a “swivel-chair” approach to love
• We tend to love people who ___________.

• We tend to love people who are ___________.

• We tend to love people who can ______________________.

Luke 6:32–36
“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love 
those who love them. And if you do good to those who are good to you, what 
credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. And if you lend to those from whom 
you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, 
expecting to be repaid in full. But love your enemies, do good to them, and 
lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will 
be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the 
ungrateful and wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”

“Many people live with the assumption that God’s love is conditional. Our 
behavior, it’s assumed, determines how God _______________. Conse-

quently, God’s love is always in flux. It’s as if God were on a kind of swivel 
chair, looking at us and smiling when we keep our minds, hands and hearts 

_____________, but the moment we sin God turns his back on us. The only 
way to get God to turn back to us is by resuming our ________________.”

—James Bryan Smith

2. God has great love for sinners—this is fantastic news for 
all of us!

Matthew 9:9–13
“As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax 
collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed 



him. While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors 
and sinners came and ate with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw 
this, they asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors 
and sinners?” On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a 
doctor, but the sick. But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not 
sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

• The Rabbi’s section—_____________ and _____________

• The student’s character—_____________ at best

• The meal with a message—_______ and _____________

3. Our discomfort with God’s unconditional love

• Unconditional love is so _____________ to us, we don’t know 
what to do with it.

Luke 15:1–2
“Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 
But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes 
sinners and eats with them.”

• Elder brother vs. Young brother

• “Prodigal” means ‘____________________’

• We are loved by the Father

Luke 15:20
“But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion.”

• Signs of restored sonship: ring, robe and shoes.

Luke 15:28
“The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out 
and pleaded with him.”

“The chief point is that there is only one thing that separates us from God, and 
it’s not our sin. It is our ____________________’. Our self-righteousness 

does not turn God from us, but us from God. It is not my sin that moves me 
away from God, it is my refusal of grace, both for myself and for others.”

—James Bryan Smith


