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Passage to Ponder: “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of  
knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction.” (Proverbs 1:7)

• High regard for God is the ________________ to wisdom

• _____________________________ is the path of fools.

1. According to Job, wisdom is for the wealthy and the poor

In his wealth
“In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was 
blameless and upright; ________________ and ___________________. 
He had seven sons and three daughters, and he owned seven thousand 
sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen and five hun-
dred donkeys, and had a large number of servants. He was the greatest 
man among all the people of the East.” (Job 1:1-3)

In his poverty
“But where can wisdom be found? Where does understanding dwell? No 
mortal comprehends its worth; it cannot be found in the land of the 
living. The deep says, “It is not in me”; the sea says, “It is not with me.”  
It cannot be bought with the finest gold, nor can its price be weighed 
out in silver.  It cannot be bought with the gold of Ophir, with precious 
onyx or lapis lazuli. Neither gold nor crystal can compare with it, nor 
can it be had for jewels of gold. Coral and jasper are not worthy of 
mention; the price of wisdom is beyond rubies. The topaz of Cush 
cannot compare with it; it cannot be bought with pure gold. Where 
then does wisdom come from? Where does understanding dwell? It is 
hidden from the eyes of every living thing, concealed even from the 
birds in the sky.  Destruction and Death say, “Only a rumor of it has 
reached our ears.” God understands the way to it and he alone knows 
where it dwells, for he views the ends of the earth and sees everything 
under the heavens. When he established the force of the wind and 
measured out the waters, when he made a decree for the rain and a path 



for the thunderstorm, then he looked at wisdom and appraised it; he 
confirmed it and tested it. And he said to the human race, “The 

____________________—that is wisdom, and to ________________ is 
understanding.” (Job 18:12-28)

2. According to Agur, wisdom avoids _________________
“Two things I ask of you, Lord; do not refuse me before I die: Keep 
falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches,but 
give me only my daily bread. Otherwise, I may have too much and 
disown you and say, ‘Who is the Lord? Or I may become poor and steal, 
and so dishonor the name of my God.” (Proverbs 30:7-9)

Wise __________—Live within our means & avoid ____________:

“As goods increase, so do those who consume them. And what benefit 
are they to the owners except to feast their eyes on them? The sleep of 
a laborer is sweet, whether they eat little or much, but as for the rich, 
their abundance permits them no sleep. I have seen a grievous evil 
under the sun: wealth hoarded to the harm of its owners, or wealth 
lost through some misfortune, so that when they have children there 
is nothing left for them to inherit.

Wise ______________—Prize and pursue __________________:

“The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is __________ to the 
lender.” (Proverbs 22:7)

Wise saving/investing—Know the _______________ :

“Four things on earth are small, yet they are extremely wise: Ants are 
creatures of little strength, yet they store up their food in the summer.” 
(Proverbs 30:24-25)

Wise giving—Practice the rhythm of __________________________

“One person gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, 
but comes to poverty. A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes 
others will be refreshed.” (Proverbs 11:24-25)


