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The Two Camps: Complementarians and Egalitarians
• Complementarians: women should be ___________ in church 

leadership roles.

• Egalitarians: women should be ____________ in church leader-
ship roles.

The Complementarian Position
1. Be careful not to allow contemporary culture to influence Bible 

interpretation.

2. The Bible supports universal patriarchal hierarchy regarding 
authority.

3. The order of human creation supports (or implies) patriarchal 
hierarchy (Gen. 1-3).

4. Women ministers in the Bible were restricted: not priests in OT, 
and not “elders” in NT—no official lead role.

5. Pauline texts support patriarchal hierarchy (1 Cor. 14:34-35; 1 
Tim. 2:8-15; 1 Cor. 11:1-16).

The Egalitarian Position
1. God uses people for positions based on ________________, not 

gender (Gal. 3:28).

2. Creation story indicates ____________, not hierarchy, of Adam 
& Eve.



3. Women in OT and NT serve in ____________ positions (patri-
archal counter-examples).

• Prophets: Miriam (Ex. 15:20); Anna (Lk 2:36, 38); Philip’s 
daughters (Act 21:9)

• Judge: Deborah (Jud 4:4)

• Teacher: Priscilla and Aquila taught Apollos (Act 18:26; Rom. 
16:3)

• Apostle: Junia (Rom. 16:7)

• Day of Pentecost (Act 2:16–18; cf. Joel 2:28–29): The Spirit 
empowers without restrictions on race, social position, or gender

4. Pauline texts restricting women’s roles are ____________, not 
universal.

• 1 Cor. 14:34–35 – Learn without __________ corporate worship

• 1 Tim. 2:8–15 – Keep the _________ from positions of authority

• 1 Cor. 11:1–16 – Encourage modesty in worship to avoid 
____________

Factors for Making Up Our Minds
• ___________, egalitarians have good reasons for their position.

• ___________, while having biological differences, women and 
men have equal intellectual and moral capacity to lead.

• ___________, we observe that women have been called to, and 
bear fruit in church leadership.


