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Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached 
to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand. 
By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached 
to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.” (1 Corinthians 15:1–2)

Tip #1: Don’t ______________!

Tip #2: Be Open to ______________

Certainty is over-rated because…
• First, humans cannot possibly __________ everything.

• Second, feeling certain doesn’t actually mean I’m __________.

Tip #3: Accept __________ of truth

House of Cards Model
• Remove one card (belief ) and all is __________.

• Personal Implications: Feel very confident (sometimes), but 
____________ over learning new things (e.g., science, other 
Christian viewpoints).

• Social implications: constant __________ of others (possible 
judgmentalism and “witch-hunting”).

• Theological implications: intensifies debates on ________________ 
theological issues (e.g., women in leadership—is it a “gospel” 
issue?)

Concentric Circles Model
• Not all convictions are ______________.

• Some beliefs are closer to the “________” of Christian faith—the 
Bible says so (1 Cor. 15:1–2).

• We can hold __________ convictions, but recognize them as such.



• Challenge to any of our beliefs feels ____________ (like a  
vibrating spider’s web).

• Learn (slowly) to _____________ some beliefs over others.

Benefits of Prioritizing Convictions
Personally:

• Less anxious about being “__________”.

• __________ to learn and pursue truth wherever it’s found.

• Allows us to experience _____________ and maturation.

Socially: 

• Makes __________ for others with different opinions.

• Raises appreciation of __________ (we need each other, 1 Cor. 12).

• Creates supportive, healthy __________ and missional environment.

Romans 14: Unity, not ___________…a Pastoral Conversation
1. There are such things as disputable matters, __________ areas 

which we should avoid _____________.

“Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarreling over disputable 
matters.” (V-1)

2. Some personal convictions are to be kept to our self and all words 
of ____________ are to be silenced.

“Therefore, let us stop passing judgment on one another.”(V-13)

3. Not everything is black and white, but there are matters of 
______________ and ______________.

“So whatever you believe about these things keep between yourself and 
God. Blessed is the one who does not condemn himself by what he 
approves. But whoever has doubts is condemned if they eat, because 
their eating is not from faith; and everything that does not come from 
faith is sin.” (V-22-23)


