
PA S S A G E  T O  P O N D E R : 
“My people have committed two sins: they have forsaken me, the spring of 
living water and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold 
water.” —Jeremiah 2:13

“Let’s begin with the premise, as C.S. Lewis did, that God created pleasure 
and__________________ .” (Jeremy Jernigan—Redeeming Pleasure: How the 
Pursuit of Pleasure mirrors our Hunger for God)

"An ancient Greek philosopher named Epicurus lived three hundred years 
before Jesus. Today Epicurus is often associated with hedonism, the school 
of thought that teaches pleasure is the________________ ." (Jeremy Jernigan)

“I said to myself, “Come on, let’s try pleasure. Let’s look for the ‘good things’ 
in life.” But I found that this, too, was meaningless.  So I said, “Laughter is 
silly. What good does it do to seek pleasure?”  After much thought, I decid-
ed to cheer myself with wine. And while still seeking wisdom, I clutched at 
foolishness. In this way, I tried to experience the only happiness most people 
find during their brief life in this world.  I also tried to find meaning by 
building huge homes for myself and by planting beautiful vineyards.  I made 
gardens and parks, filling them with all kinds of fruit trees.  I built reservoirs 
to collect the water to irrigate my many flourishing groves. I bought slaves, 
both men and women, and others were born into my household. I also 
owned large herds and flocks, more than any of the kings who had lived in 
Jerusalem before me. I collected great sums of silver and gold, the treasure 
of many kings and provinces. I hired wonderful singers, both men and 
women, and had many beautiful concubines. I had everything a man could 
desire! So I became greater than all who had lived in Jerusalem before me, 
and my wisdom never failed me. Anything I wanted, I would take. I denied 
myself no pleasure. I even found great pleasure in hard work, a reward for 
all my labors. But as I looked at everything I had worked so hard to accom-
plish, it was all so meaningless—like chasing the wind. There was nothing 
really worthwhile anywhere.—Ecclesiastes 2:1-11
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What on Earth am I here for?
If you’re new to church or new to Christ and would like a complimentary 
book entitled, ‘What on Earth Am I Here For?’ You can ask for your free 
copy at the Information Centre.

Creative arts disclaimer:
KSCC may not endorse all artists, movies, or authors whose materials 
may be used or referenced during one of our gatherings.

Be careful not to crown pleasure as king

• It can lead to _________________ and broken relationships.
• “Those who _________________ become poor; those who love wine 

and luxury will never be rich.”—Proverbs 21:17

Give yourself permission to enjoy experiences, people and 
things

• It’s the pursuit of pleasure “_______________” that gets us into trouble.

“Teach those who are rich in this world not to be proud and not to trust in 
their money, which is so unreliable. Their trust should be in God, who richly 
gives us all we need for our_______________ . Tell them to use their money 
to do good. They should be rich in good works and generous to those in need, 
always being ready to share with others. By doing this they will be storing up 
their treasure as a good foundation for the future so that they may experience 
true life.”—1 Timothy 6:17–19

Pursue pleasing the LORD 

• This is pleasure that is no longer fleeting, but lasting!
• “God’s _____________ is _____________ pleasure.” (Jeremy Jernigan)
• “_______________ determine what pleases the Lord.”—Ephesians 5:10
• “May all my thoughts be pleasing to him ...”—Psalm 104:34
• “God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us 

to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it 
gave him _____________________ .”—Ephesians 1:5

• “The fastest way to be like ___________ is to try to be God. The fastest 
way to be like God is to refuse to be _______ in your life.” (Tim Keller)


