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Passage to Ponder: “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of  
knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction.” (Proverbs 1:7)

• Wisdom requires some ________________, but it’s possible to 
have ________________ without wisdom.

1. The Invitation of Wisdom

“Does not wisdom call out? Does not understanding raise her voice?  At 
the highest point along the way, where the paths meet, she takes her 
stand; beside the gate leading into the city, at the entrance, she cries 
aloud: “To you, O people, I call out; I raise my voice to all mankind  
You who are simple, gain prudence; you who are foolish, set your hearts 
on it.  Listen, for I have trustworthy things to say; I open my lips to 
speak what is right. My mouth speaks what is true, for my lips detest 
wickedness. All the words of my mouth are just; none of them is crooked 
or perverse. To the discerning all of them are right; they are upright to 
those who have found knowledge. Choose my instruction instead of 
silver, knowledge rather than choice gold, for wisdom is more precious 
than rubies, and nothing you desire can compare with her.” (Proverbs 
8:1-11)

• Wisdom takes the form of a ______________ invitation

• Wisdom presents herself at _________________________

• Wisdom invites us to ________________ and ____________ her

2. The Relational Connection of Wisdom

“When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and 
pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took 
some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, 
and he ate it.  (Genesis 3:6)

• Eve wanted the ________________ of wisdom from God, without 
________________ God.
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“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in 
heaven.  Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your 
name perform many miracles?’  Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never 
knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’” (Matthew 7:21–23)

• It’s possible to experience the ______________ of God, without a 
____________________ with God.

3. The Practical Benefits of Wisdom

• GK. ‘sophia’ closely associated with ‘saphes’ meaning “_________.” 
‘Sophia’ means “the ability to ________ correctly and to follow the 
________________ of action, based on knowledge and understanding.”

The role of                 in acquiring clarity

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials 
of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces 
perseverance.  Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature 
and complete, not lacking anything.  If any of you lacks wisdom, you 
should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and 
it will be given to you.” (James 1:2–5)

The role of the Spirit of Jesus in growing our                                     

“What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who 
is from God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us. 
This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in 
words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught 
words.  The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that 
come from the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness and cannot 
understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit.” 
(1 Corinthians 2:12–14)


