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Passage to Ponder—James 2:17–18
“In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is 
dead. But someone will say, ‘You have faith; I have deeds.’ Show me 
your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds.”

• There are two kinds of wisdom: Wisdom from above and 
wisdom from below.  

• The kind of wisdom we have is demonstrated by our 
______________.

• Wisdom is connected to _________________.

James 3:13–18
“Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their 
good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom.  But 
if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not 
boast about it or deny the truth. Such “wisdom” does not come down 
from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic.  For where you have 
envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-lov-
ing, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and 
sincere.  Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness.”

1. The two kinds of wisdom

Wisdom from ____________
“But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do 
not boast about it or deny the truth. Such “wisdom” does not come 
down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic.  For where you 
have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil 
practice.”



Wisdom from ____________
“But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-lov-
ing, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and 
sincere.  Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness.”

2. Our wisdom orientation is discerned by our actions
“Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their 
good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom.”

• The _______________________.

• The way we process ______________________________.

• The _______________ we make and how we make them.

3. Wisdom is connected to our character

Earmarks of wisdom from above…

• It is _________ (clean, innocent).

• It loves _________.

• It is considerate/__________ and _______________.

• It is ____________ toward mercy.

• It has _______________ outcomes.

• It is impartial and sincere 

How do we acquire this wisdom (vantage point)?

• Choose to orient your life around ____________.

• Build a __________________________ for yourself.

• Immerse yourself in the ___________________.

• Live a lifestyle of _______________ and 
_______________.


