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Passage to Ponder—James 2:17–18
“In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is 
dead. But someone will say, ‘You have faith; I have deeds.’ Show me 
your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds.”

James 4:13–17
“Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that 
city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.”  Why, you 
do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You 
are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.  Instead, you 
ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.”  As 
it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil.  If 
anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is 
sin for them.”

• We have a tendency to make plans without _______________.

• We can easily ___________ about the future.

Luke 12:16–21
“And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yield-
ed an abundant harvest. He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have 
no place to store my crops.’ “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will 
tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store my 
surplus grain. And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up 
for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’ “But God said 
to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. 
Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ “This is how it 
will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich 
toward God.”

• We are instructed to factor-in the ______________ when 
making plans.

Question: What is more spiritual: Spontaneity or planning?



1. _______ makes plans:
Jeremiah 29:11
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to pros-
per you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

Ephesians 1:11
“In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the 
plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose 
of his will.”

2. Planning does not negate God, but _____________ him
Psalm 20:4

“May he give you the desire of your heart and make all your plans succeed.”

Proverbs 19:21
“Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but it is the LORD’s purpose that 
prevails.”

3. Planning is a ______ that should happen in __________
Proverbs 15:22

“Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed.”

4. Lack of planning leads to _________
Proverbs 21:5

“The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste leads to poverty.” 

5. David and Paul made plans that were ________________
1 Chronicles 28:2
“King David rose to his feet and said: “Listen to me, my fellow Israelites, 
my people. I had it in my heart to build a house as a place of rest for 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord, for the footstool of our God, and 
I made plans to build it.”

Romans 1:13
“I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that I planned 
many times to come to you (but have been prevented from doing so 
until now) in order that I might have a harvest among you, just as I 
have had among the other Gentiles.”


