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Lessons from Jars of Clay … 
 

 Jesus announces the Kingdom of God is coming 
and it has a supernatural component (John 2) 
 
A. A Widow and a Prophet 

 
The wife of a man from the company of the prophets cried out to 
Elisha, "Your servant my husband is dead, and you know that he 
revered the LORD. But now his creditor is coming to take my two 

boys as his slaves."  Elisha replied to her, "How can I help you? Tell 
me, what do you have in your house?"  

 
      "Your servant has nothing there at all," she said, "except a little 
oil."  Elisha said, "Go around and ask all your neighbors for empty 

jars. Don't ask for just a few. Then go inside and shut the door 
behind you and your sons. Pour oil into all the jars, and as each is 
filled, put it to one side."  She left him and afterward shut the door 

behind her and her sons. They brought the jars to her and she kept 
pouring. When all the jars were full, she said to her son, "Bring me 
another one."   But he replied, "There is not a jar left." Then the oil 
stopped flowing.  She went and told the man of God, and he said, 
"Go, sell the oil and pay your debts. You and your sons can live on 

what is left."  (2 Kings 4:1-7) 
 

1. The supernatural meets us at our point of NEED 
2. The supernatural follows our FAITH and 

OBEDIENCE 
 

B. One Man against the Majority 

Then Elijah said to all the people, "Come here to me." They came to 
him, and he repaired the altar of the LORD, which was in ruins. 

Elijah took twelve stones, one for each of the tribes descended from 
Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD had come, saying, "Your 

name shall be Israel."  With the stones he built an altar in the name 
of the LORD, and he dug a trench around it large enough to hold 

two seahs of seed.  He arranged the wood, cut the bull into pieces 
and laid it on the wood. Then he said to them, "Fill four large jars 

with water and pour it on the offering and on the wood." 

 "Do it again," he said, and they did it again.  
      "Do it a third time," he ordered, and they did it the third time. The 

water ran down around the altar and even filled the trench. 

At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and 
prayed: "O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known 
today that you are God in Israel and that I am your servant and have 

done all these things at your command.  Answer me, O LORD, 
answer me, so these people will know that you, O LORD, are God, 

and that you are turning their hearts back again." 

Then the fire of the LORD fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, 
the stones and the soil, and also licked up the water in the trench.  
When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, "The 
LORD -he is God! The LORD -he is God!"  (1 Kings 18:30-39) 

1. The supernatural is for HIS glory 
2. The supernatural is intended to leave others 

saying – The LORD, he is God! 

C. The Underdogs 

“The LORD said to Gideon, "You have too many men for me to 
deliver Midian into their hands. In order that Israel may not boast 
against me that her own strength has saved her …” (Judges 7:2) 

1. The supernatural follows God’s Word 
2. The supernatural involves broken jars 

“But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-
surpassing power is from God and not from us. We are hard 
pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in 
despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not 

destroyed.” (2 Corinthians 4:7-9)  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 


