“Overcoming the Odds”
Pastor Joel Spiridigliozzi / September 2, 2007
Audio Message available at http://www.kingstreet.org/audio/

1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua son of
Nun, Moses" aide: 2 *"Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get
ready to cross the Jordan River into the land | am about to give to them—to the Israelites.
3 1 will give you every place where you set your foot, as | promised Moses. 4 Your
territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, the
Euphrates—all the Hittite country—to the Great Sea [ on the west. 5 No one will be able
to stand up against you all the days of your life. As | was with Moses, so | will be with
you; | will never leave you nor forsake you.

6 ""Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land |
swore to their forefathers to give them. 7 Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to
obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left,
that you may be successful wherever you go. 8 Do not let this Book of the Law depart
from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do
everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 9 Have | not
commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged,
for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go** (Joshua 1:1-9).

PROMISE:
I WILL NEVER LEAVE YOU NOR FORSAKE YOU (v. 5a)

GOD’S PROMISE OF NEVER LEAVING NOR FORSAKING JOSHUA WAS
MADE A REALITY IN THE FOLLOWING WAY:

+ The Crossing of the Jordan River (Joshua 3)

“And the Lord said to Joshua, ‘“Today | will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all Israel, so
they may know that I am with you as | was with Moses”(v.7).

+ The Fall of Jericho (Joshua 6)

“So the Lord was with Joshua, and his fame spread throughout the land” (v.27).

+ The Battle of Ai (Joshua 8)

“Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Take the whole army with you, and go up and attack Ai. For |

have delivered into your hands the king of Ai, his people, his city and his land” (v.1).

RESPONSIBILITIES:

1. Be Strong and Courageous (V. 6, 7, 9)

5 Then Moses and Aaron fell facedown in front of the whole Israelite assembly
gathered there. 6 Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were among
those who had explored the land, tore their clothes 7 and said to the entire Israelite
assembly, ""The land we passed through and explored is exceedingly good. 8 If the
LORD is pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and
honey, and will give it to us. 9 Only do not rebel against the LORD. And do not be
afraid of the people of the land, because we will swallow them up. Their protection is
gone, but the LORD is with us. Do not be afraid of them.""

2. Do not turn from the Word to the right or the left (v.7)

7 Then the LORD said to Moses, "'Go down, because your people, whom you brought
up out of Egypt, have become corrupt. 8 They have been quick to turn away from what
I commanded them and have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They
have bowed down to it and sacrificed to it and have said, 'These are your gods, O
Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.’

3. Meditate on the Word day and night (v.8)

“For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous in God’s sight, but it is those
who obey the law who will be declared righteous” (Romans 2:13).

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all
your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight” (Proverbs 3:5,6).

“I rejoice in following your statutes as one rejoices in great riches. | meditate on your
precepts and consider your ways. | delight in your decrees; | will not neglect your
word” (Psalm 119:14-16).





